INVESTING IN
WIOMEN & GIRLS

Why is the water crisis
such an important issue
forwomen and girls in
Sub-Saharan Africa?
Women in Sub-Saharan Africa are
disproportionately affected by a
lack of access to clean w:+r:"ﬂ:mse
women face adolescence and child-
hood disease, pregnancy and child-
birth without clean water. Adding
an even further burden, in much
of Africa it is considered culturally
awoman’s job to carmy water. Many
girls suffer developmental defor-
mities from carrying heavyloadsat
Gt b et e

r-tend femiling trr oo Coborvmn ok mnd
SN TR Py SR TR AT S T TP
e Y ¢ LT T ] ke )

to help their mothers carry water
when their families grow too large.
If they are lucky enough to stay in
school, they'll likely drop out at
puberty because they don't have
hygiene facilities at school. Then,
because a teenage girl is not in
school, the cycle starts again. She
will likely be married young, she
will walk long distances carrying
heavycontainers of water through-
out her pregnancy, hope to sur-
vive childbirth...and so it goes on.
Therefore, investing in clean water
is a way of investing in the future of
women and girls.

The Voss Foundation’s mission
is not just about women, but about
communities—we'vechanged over
100,000 lives in Sub-Saharan Africa
with clean water. We involve the
local commumnity inthe implemen-
tation of each project. We teach

These projects allow girls to con-
tinue their education and shift the
power dynamics of a community.
Whenever we build a well, we save
lives with clean water right away.
But it’s the subsequent cutcomes,
what we call “the ripple effect of
dean water,” enabling women and
girls to improve theirown livesand
transform the community, which
really thrillsus.
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